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Memo re Prevented Planting 
  

 
To:  California Rice Producers 
From:  Tim Kelleher 
Subject: Prevented Planting 
Date:  April 17, 2017  
 
 

ISSUE 
 
 This office has had several inquiries if prevented planting insurance coverage can be 

successfully claimed given the rainfall to date.  The answer is that it is too early to provide a 

definitive answer. 
 

APPLICABLE RULES 
 
 Crop Insurance is an insurance program established under the United States Department of 
Agriculture through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (“FCIC”).  The FCIC establishes 
the rules that govern the myriad of crop insurance policies issued and administered by private 
companies.  Of particular interest this year is the provision for prevented planting coverage.  
Various crop policies have final planting dates that govern prevented planting claims.  
California’s rice final planting date is June 1.  If a producer is prevented from planting rice by 
that date they may be able to claim a crop insurance indemnity under the prevented planting 
coverage in their policy.   
 
 A prevented planting claim arises when there a grower is unable to prepare their land for 
planting by the final planting date.  This is somewhat imprecise because if other producers in the 
area plant by the final planting date, your claim MAY be denied.  Prevented planting is not an all 
or nothing proposition, it may be possible to plant some but not all of a producer’s acreage 
before the final planting date.  Again, this is going to be somewhat of a subjective call by the 
crop insurance companies, and the real test will be what fields around a producer got planted 
before June 1. 

http://www.ricelawyers.net/


Yuba City Law Office Of 
 RICE LAWYERS, INC. 

MEMORANDUM 
Confidentiality Disclosure 

 This memorandum is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. 

Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.   

 
 

2 of 2 
 

Memo re Prevented Planting 
  

  
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1. Establish your operation’s planting history for at least the last 4 years, showing planted 

acres and days between first planting and last planting.   
 

2. If you have added land this year, make sure you confirm that the date the lease was signed 
or the land purchased and that as of that date the field could normally have been planted 
along with your other fields by the final planting date. 
 

3. When you think that it is clear that you cannot plant one or more fields by June 1, contact 
you insurance company and provide a complete description of the reasons for your 
conclusion.   
 

a. Date to start working ground. 
b. Days before you can apply fertilizer. 
c. Days before you can receive water (factor in your water district’s maximum daily 

deliveries and how it will be allocated to growers during a very short window). 
d. Days before you can seed. 

 
 If step d. is past June 1, you have the basis for a prevented planting claim. 


