
	  

	  

 
 
 
August 3, 2015 
 
Subject:   Conservation Program Opportunity—CRC Workshop Notice 
 
Dear CRC Industry Member: 
 
We are writing to inform you of a window of opportunity to enroll in the new 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). This is a new program 
framework that includes many of the practices included in the Waterbird 
Habitat Enhancement Program (WHEP) implemented in recent years. The 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is accepting applications for 
this special habitat program through Friday, August 28, 2015.  CRC is 
committed to informing its members about this program and will host a 
Monday, August 17, 2015 Workshop (see page 2) where NRCS staff and other 
conservation partners will be on-hand to explain program elements.   

Background on the Rice RCPP 
The Rice RCPP is a new program developed in partnership with NRCS and 
many of our conservation partners. It builds upon the past success of the WHEP 
offered in rice areas since 2011. Since then, NRCS has invested over $12 million 
in conservation funding and implemented beneficial waterbird practices on over 
125,000 acres of rice.  Using this new program, CRC and NRCS hope to 
introduce these practices to growers/landowners who have not yet tried 
WHEP. Therefore, new applicants will be preferentially ranked.  However, we 
do anticipate that quality proposals from past WHEP participants will also be 
considered for funding as well. 

CRC appreciates the willingness of NRCS to invest conservation funding in 
ricelands to further enhance the value of rice fields as wildlife habitat. Counties 
included in this year’s program include Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Placer, Sacramento, 
Sutter, Yuba and Yolo.  Interested parties should contact the local NRCS Service 
Center as soon as possible to learn more about the program and application 
process.  Contact information for each local NRCS office is as follows: 

Local NRCS Service Centers 
County Address Phone 

Butte 150 Chuck Yeager Way, Suite A, Oroville (530) 534-0112  
Colusa 100 Sunrise Blvd, Suite D, Colusa (530) 458-2931 
Glenn 132 N. Enright Ave, Suite B, Willows (530) 934-4601 
Placer 251 Auburn Ravine Rd, Suite 107, Auburn (530) 885-6505 
Sacramento 9701 Dino Drive #170, Elk Grove (916) 714-1104 
Sutter/Yuba 1511 Butte House Road, Suite B, Yuba City (530) 674-1461 
Yolo 221 W. Court Street, Suite 1, Woodland (530) 662-2037 



	  

 
This conservation program will have a strong focus on several specific practices 
beneficial to a variety of bird species and other wildlife, including (but not 
limited to): 

• Promote wildlife-friendly straw management practices and returning 
boards back into the rice boxes after harvest to hold more rainwater. 

• Enhancements of non-cropped areas for nesting habitat benefits. 
• Enhancing duration and types of fall and early spring habitat created 

when intentionally flooding fields in the winter season. 
• Planting of cover crops that can contribute to soil quality and nesting 

habitat. 

A prioritization process will determine the highest-quality contracts and fund 
those contracts on a priority basis.  This process and other key information will 
be explained at the following Rice RCPP Workshop: 
	  

Rice RCPP Workshop Information 
Date:         Monday, August 17, 2015 
Time:         9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
Location:  Colusa Casino Community Room 
                  3770 State Highway 45 
                  Colusa, California 

 

CRC will continue to inform its members about opportunities to participate in 
conservation programs such as RCPP.  For more information, we welcome you 
to visit our website (CalRiceNews.org) and click on Conservation.  Also, please 
free to contact me at (916) 206-5340 or pbuttner@calrice.org if you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul Buttner 
Manager of Environmental Affairs 
 

 

 

	  


